This book examines aspects of the operation of the WTO dispute settlement system during the first ten years of the WTO. It covers a representative cross-section of the issues and situations WTO Members have dealt with under the Dispute Settlement Understanding. The book is unique in that it includes contributions from virtually the entire gamut of actors involved in the day-to-day operation of the WTO dispute settlement system: Member government representatives, private lawyers who litigate on behalf of Member governments in the system, Appellate Body members, Appellate Body Secretariat staff, and WTO Secretariat staff. It also includes contributions from several academics who closely follow and carefully scrutinize all that goes on within the system. It therefore provides fascinating insights into how the system has operated in practice, and how the lessons of the first decade can be applied to make the system even more successful in the years to come.
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PREFACE
As the WTO enters its second decade, it is only fitting for the WTO community at large to step back for a moment to reflect on how the organization and the many agreements it administers have functioned over the first decade and to determine whether there are any particular lessons to be learned and applied in the future. This publication attempts to assist in this regard with respect to the operation of the WTO dispute settlement system. While the material contained in this volume is far from exhaustive, it does cover a representative cross-section of the various issues and situations under the Dispute Settlement Understanding that WTO Members have had to deal with during the first decade. Most importantly, the publication is unique because it includes contributions from virtually the entire gamut of actors involved in the day-to-day operation of the WTO dispute settlement system -Member government representatives, private lawyers who litigate on behalf of Member governments in the system, Appellate Body members, Appellate Body Secretariat staff, and WTO Secretariat staff. It also includes contributions from several academic scholars who closely follow and carefully scrutinize all that goes on within the system. This book contains 21 relatively short and straightforward chapters on various aspects of the dispute settlement system. Each chapter is based largely on the individual author's own personal experience with, or study of, the system. Consequently, the book should make for informative and even fascinating reading for those who wish to gain further insights into how the system has operated in practice since 1995.
As those who even casually follow WTO affairs are aware, the WTO dispute settlement system has been well utilized by the Members, and thus has been an exceedingly active venue for disputes since its inception. As a result, hardly a day goes by without one WTO dispute or another being the subject of news headlines in one or more of the territories of the WTO's economic consequences. Thus, understanding why and how the system operates and how it has evolved is more than just an intellectual exercise, particularly for those entrusted with formulating and implementing an individual Member's trade policies and those whose economic interests are directly affected.
Credit for this publication must go first and foremost to the contributing authors. Not only did they all produce excellent chapters, they also agreed to subject those chapters to the review and the suggestions of the book's editors and their colleagues in the WTO Secretariat who worked on this project.
The first decade of operation of the WTO dispute settlement system has truly been a fascinating period in the history of inter-governmental dispute resolution in the commercial arena. We are confident that this publication will assist in enhancing our collective understanding of the system and of how the lessons of the first decade can be applied to make the second decade even more successful with respect to the resolution of WTO disputes. 
